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Agenda

• 2019 Rad in the News

• 2019 Highlights

• 2020 Projects

• 2020 Tasks

• Guest Speaker Professor Tener Veenema
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RITN Preparedness Efforts…. Exercises, Training and More….
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16,860 medical staff trained
***Free web-based courses available on RITN.net

18,400 dose of G-CSF, Peg G-CSF & GM-CSF on-hand
***Fluctuates throughout year, is sum of inventory at each RITN hospital

Since 2006

807 exercises
***All exercise materials available on RITN.net

2,160 adult & 875 pediatric ARS inpatient beds w/in 24 hrs
2,825 adult & 1,130 pediatric ARS outpatient beds w/in 24 hrs

74 hospitals and cancer centers

12,629 total blood stem cell transplants conducted
***during Fiscal 2018
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2019 Growth & Task Completion
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2019 Highlights
• Addition of MedStar Georgetown University Hospital
• Cytokine triage guidelines development
• Competency assessment project
• Radiation Track at NACCHO Annual conference
• Coordinated with American Burn Association to collaborate on interaction 

between the two medical specialties during a radiological disaster
• Exercises:

– Four regional tabletop exercises with the metropolitan communities of Buffalo, Chicago, 
Denver and Omaha to strengthening preparedness through the coordination between 
RITN hospitals and their National Disaster Medical System partners in the region

– Two functional exercises, one at Texas Children’s Hospital (Houston) and the other at 
West Penn Hospital (Pittsburgh)
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2019 Highlights

• Education:
– 7th semi-annual 2019 RITN Workshop

• Crisis in context: Minding the gaps in medical preparedness for a Rad/Nuke Incident
• July 30-31 in Crystal City, VA
• 160 attendees including the 47 speakers
• 95.5% of the attendees responded as Satisfied or Very Satisfied to the survey (n=67)

– Sponsored training:
• Radiation Emergency Assistance Center and Training Site (REAC/TS) training: Advanced 

Medical Response to a Radiation Disaster at UCSF in July
• Advanced HAZMAT Life Support (AHLS) training team training conducted two Medical 

Response to Radiation Disaster training courses at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Mn
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2019 Highlights

• Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) - National Alliance 
for Radiation Readiness (NARR), released four training videos funded by RITN 
to educate public health officials who are new to radiation disaster 
preparedness
– Link to videos on RITN.net homepage

• Sponsored a Radiation Track for the annual National Association of City and 
County Health Officials (NACCHO) Preparedness Summit (1500+ attendees)
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2019 Highlights

• Increased awareness of the RITN through presentations:
– ASPR Innovation Day
– BARDA Invited Speaker Series
– Society of Disaster Medicine and Public Health Annual Conference
– Bi-national Radiation Emergency Advisory Council in El Paso, TX
– VA Central Iowa Health Care System Federal Coordinating Center National Disaster 

Medical System Seminar
– World Health Organization’s Radiation Emergency Medical Preparedness and Alert 

Network webinar
– 38th US Military and Israeli Defense Forces Medical Conference in Tel Aviv (“The 

Shoresh” Conference)
– National Academies of Science, Engineering and Math workshop
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2020 Projects

• Growth of RITN by up to 5 hospitals
• Beta test of 3 burn centers joining RITN in collaboration with American Burn 

Association
• Annual RITN exercise
• RITN Executive Committee strategic planning meeting
• Updated RITN site assessment checklist
• Completion/publication of Cytokine Triage Guidelines
• Presence at NHCPC, NACCHO and Joint Commission Emergency Preparedness 

Conferences
• Co-Sponsoring the Radiation Track at NACCHO Annual conference with REAC/TS
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2020 Projects

• Medical response workshops with Chicago hospital coalition
• Short awareness videos to introduce topics and direct to additional information
• CDC Morbidity Tool project
• CDC Lab Assessment as sub-contractor to Gryphon Scientific
• Collaboration with HCS for teleconsultation system
• REAC/TS and AHLS in person training at RITN Hospitals
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2020 Tasks

• Most significant change is addition of annual refresher training of Core 
RITN staff (Primary MD, Primary Coordinator, Secondary Coordinator and Emergency Manager):
 Watch ‘What You Need to Know’ video
• Complete two (2) of the RITN Online courses of their choice. 

1. Introduction to RITN
2. RITN Basic Radiation Training
3. RITN Concept of Operations
4. RITN Radiation Safety Communication
5. Non-Medical Personnel Radiation Awareness
6. Initial Care of Patients with Suspected ARS 
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April 7, 2020 Quarterly Call – Special Guest Speaker

• Dr. Matthew Metz from Ossium Health
• “Ossium Health is establishing a new, complementary source of 

life-saving, stem cells by recovering bone marrow from 
deceased donors. Unlocking this new source of bone marrow 
enables immunosuppression-free organ transplants, radiation 
injury treatment, blood cancer therapy and other novel uses. 
Our bank of cryopreserved bone marrow will offer on-demand 
responsiveness to patients in need of stem cell transplants and 
stem cell infusions. Ossium is a public benefit corporation with 
business offices in San Francisco, and facilities for research, 
CLIA-certified testing, and GMP manufacturing in Indianapolis. “
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Todays Guest Speaker on the RITN Competency Assessment

• Tener Veenema, PhD, MPH, MS, RN, FAAN
• Professor, Johns Hopkins University School of Nursing
• Tener Veenema PhD, MPH, MS, RN, FAAN  is an internationally 

recognized expert in disaster nursing and accomplished researcher, 
member of the American Red Cross National Scientific Advisory 
Board and an elected Fellow in the National Academies of Practice, 
American Academy of Nursing and Royal College of Surgeons 
Ireland. Dr. Veenema is editor of Disaster Nursing and Emergency 
Preparedness for Chemical, Biological and Radiological Terrorism, 
4th Ed., the leading textbook in the field. She was awarded the 
Florence Nightingale Medal of Honor (IRC, 2013) the highest 
international award in Nursing, Fulbright U.S. Scholar Award (2017) 
and 2018 Distinguished Nurse Scholar-in-Residence at the National 
Academy of Medicine.
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