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Purpose & Objectives 

•Purpose: 

–Provide an annual review of RITN activities and set the stage for the 

upcoming year. 

•Objectives: 

–Participants will be able to describe key accomplishments of RITN during 

2011. 

–Participants will be able to explain new RITN developments during 2011. 

–Participants will be describe the 2012 RITN tasks. 

–Participants will be able to explain 2012 projects. 
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Agenda 

• RITN 101 (for new members) 

• 2011 Activity 

• 2012 Plan 

• 2012 Tasks 

• 2011 Capacity Survey Overview 

• Questions 
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Why do we do what we do? 

Prevailing opinion of experts is not if, but when 
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“Two decades after the end of the Cold War, we 
face a cruel irony of history.  The risk of a 

nuclear confrontation between nations has 
gone down, but the risk of nuclear attack has 

gone up.”  -President Obama 4/13/2010 
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RITN 101: 

How would it work, really? 
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Wikipedia, June 2011 
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Office of Assistant Secretary 

for Preparedness and Response 

http://www.hhs.gov/aspr/  

ASPR 
Dr. Nicole Lurie 

Office of Policy & 

Strategic Planning 

Biomedical 

Advanced Research 

&  

Development 

Authority 

Office of Medicine, 

 Science  

& Public Health 

Immediate Office 

 of the ASPR 

Office of 

Preparedness & 

Emergency 

Operations 
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Reality will not be as orderly as any plan… 
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Nuclear incident 

Casualty  
collection points 

  -Triage 

  -Gross Decontamination 

Evaluation 

 RITN 
transplant 

centers 

Trauma centers 

Specialty care 

Victims still have a long way to go after 
arrive at a casualty collection point… 
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~ >95% of contamination removed 
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Victim Profile 

Hick JL, Weinstock DM et al.  Disaster Med Health Prep 2011 
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Victims of an IND 

Many will require monitoring or 
intensive supportive care from a 
Hematologist/Oncologist 

Few will require marrow transplant 
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2011 Activity 
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Organization 

• Two centers left RITN during 2011: 

– Banner, AZ 

– Iowa Donor Center (actually in 2012) 

• Eight centers joined RITN during 2011: 

– Shand’s, FL (rejoined) 

– Temple University, PA 

– Medical University of SC 

– Roger Williams Medical Center, RI 

– The Children’s Mercy Hospital, MO 

– University of Miami, FL 

– Cleveland Clinic, OH 

– Children’s of Philadelphia, PA 
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• Composition: 

– 60 total 
• 47 TCs 

• 6 DC 

• 7 CBB 

• Changes this year: 
– One center – terminated 

– One center – resigned 

– Eight joined 
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Training of RITN Center Staff 
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And More Training 
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2011 Activity 

• Monitoring of Fukushima-Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant 

• Educational Conference in Chicago 

– 2011 – State of the Science Workshop:  Radiation Exposure, 
Medical Countermeasures and Treatment (125 attendees) 

– 2009 – Medical and Organizational Challenges Resulting from a 
Radiological/Nuclear Emergency (130 attendees) 

– 2007 - Nuclear Terrorism:  Preparedness and Response for 
Hematology/Oncology Centers (100 attendees) 

• New formal Partner: 

– EBMT-Nuclear Accident Committee 
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2011 Activity 
• Site Assessments (11 completed) 

• Implementation of HealthCare Standard software 

• 2011 capacity survey 

• RITN Emergency Manager contact tracking (optional) 

• RITN General Number tracking (mandatory) 

• Update of SOP Template 

• New RITN fax number:  see the new SOP template 

• Update of Basic Radiation Training 

• RITN Medical Advisor co-authored 8 articles in 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness 
manuscript on Nuclear Preparedness 
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Fantastic resource RITN collaborated on at a 
price you can’t beat 
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•Nuclear Preparedness - DMPHP 
Manuscript 
(http://www.dmphp.org/content/vol5/Supplement_1/) 

 
•RITN Medical Advisor co-authored 
8 of 14 articles 

http://www.dmphp.org/content/vol5/Supplement_1/
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More fantastic and free resources with RITN 
referenced… 
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•Planning Guidance for Response to 
a Nuclear Detonation 
(http://www.remm.nlm.gov/PlanningGuidanceNuclearDetonat
ion.pdf)  

 
•Radiological Dispersal Device 
Playbook 
(http://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/planning/playbooks/rdd/P
ages/default.aspx) 

 
•State and Local Planners Playbook 
For Medical Response to a Nuclear 
Detonation 
(http://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/planning/playbooks/state
andlocal/nuclear/Pages/default.aspx) 

http://www.remm.nlm.gov/PlanningGuidanceNuclearDetonation.pdf
http://www.remm.nlm.gov/PlanningGuidanceNuclearDetonation.pdf
http://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/planning/playbooks/rdd/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/planning/playbooks/rdd/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/planning/playbooks/stateandlocal/nuclear/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/planning/playbooks/stateandlocal/nuclear/Pages/default.aspx
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2012 Plan & Tasks 
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2012 Projects 
• New: 

– Addition of five (5) transplant centers 

– Referral center patient review guidelines 

– Publish lessons learned from site assessments 

– 2012 member survey 

– Radiation awareness training for non-medical staff 
(housekeeping, security, etc..) 

– 2013 functional exercise planning 

• Ongoing: 

– RITN Concept of Operations 

– Special Needs Treatment Guidelines development 

– Update of medical grand rounds presentation 
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2012 Tasks (Jan – Sep 2012) 
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2011 Capacity Survey 
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2011 Capacity Survey 

Answer Options 

1-10 

11-50 

51-100 

101-499 

>500 
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2011 Capacity Survey 
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2011 Capacity Survey 
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Still have more to do… 
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Estimated need of 

30,000 for monitoring, 

intensive supportive 

care and possible 

transplant (30K) 

Estimated maximum 

capacity of RITN (13K) 
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NOTES: Definitions of conventional, contingency and crisis capacity.  For further details, see Hick et al. Disaster Med Public Health Prep 2009;3:S52-

7.  (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Citation&list_uids=19349869) 
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http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Citation&list_uids=19349869
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IOM Letter Report, September 2009
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It is not the Cold War….. 
 It is not a futile effort! 
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http://apctechnology.com.au/
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Partners 
• American Society for Blood and Marrow Transplantation 

• Department of Defense - Office of Naval Research 

• Health Resources and Services Administration 

• Dept. Health & Human Services - Asst. Secretary of Preparedness and 

Response 

• AABB-Disasters Task Force (formerly American Assoc. of Blood Banks) 

• New England Center for Emergency Preparedness 

• European Group for Blood and Marrow Transplantation-Nuclear 

Accident Committee 

• Center for International Blood and Marrow Transplant Research 

• Radiation Emergency Assistance Center/Training Site 

• Radiation Emergency Medical Management website: www.remm.nlm.gov 
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REMM Website Updated Jan 2012 

http://www.remm.nlm.gov/
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Questions 
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